
AP RESEARCH SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 

I have created an MS Team – AP Research Summer 2021 – for AP Research Summer 
assignments. 

I added all students on the roster to the Team, however, if you need to join, you can use the 

code: 6tnwg6o 

Assignments are due on the first day of school (8/18), but will be accepted for partial up to 
one week late (8/25) 

Teams is the preferred method of submission, but if you complete assignments on paper, 
you can submit them during our first class meeting 

 

Task Overview (see following pages or Teams for assignment details) 

 Task 1: Read, Reflect, Respond 

o Read the assigned excerpts from Practical Research Planning and Design then 

write a paragraph length reflection for each prompt (eight total) 

 Task 2: Understanding a Sample Paper 

o Select one of the high scoring AP Research sample papers. 
 These PDFs are located in Teams > General > Files > Scored Samples 

o Read the sample paper and the scoring summary at the end 
o Finally, create a Reverse Outline from the sample paper to help you better 

understand it’s structure and connections (see the attached Word document for 
details) 

 Task 3: Interest Inventory and Mini-Annotated Bibliography 
o Complete the 20 question interest inventory (i.e. give short responses to the 

questions) 
o Select two of the topics you have generated and locate a peer-reviewed article 

for each 
o Finally, write a short annotated bibliography entry for each article (two entries 

total) 

  



AP Research Summer 2021 Task 1 

READING AND REFLECTION 

Directions: 

1. Read chapter one of Leedy & Ormod’s Practical Research: Planning and Design. (see attached 

PDF) 

2. Answer each of the following questions with a reflective response. 

a. Each response should be at least one paragraph 

b. There are two reflections per section of reading listed in the table below  

i. 4 Section x 2 Prompts = at least 8 paragraphs 

c. Each response should demonstrate your ability to provide textual and experiential 

evidence to support your claims 

d. Response do not need to be particularly formal – first person pronouns and a 

conversational tone are fine – but they should show some depth of thought. 

e. Please include the question when providing your responses 

3. Each section stands alone, more or less, so this is a good assignment to work on piecemeal. 

 

  

Title of Reading  Pages  Questions for Reflection  

“What Research is Not”  1-2  
● What surprised you in this section? Why?   
● According to this section, how is AP Seminar different from AP Research?  

“What Research is”  2-7  
● What part of this section interests you? Why?  
● According to this section, how is AP Research an extension of AP Seminar?  

^ Both sections are in the PDF “What-Research-Is-Not-Is” 

“Words Enhance Thinking”  

(Language.pdf) 
12  

● How will words influence your ability to conduct research?  
● Out of the four sections, which section did you connect to most? Why?  

“The Human Mind”  

(The Human Mind.pdf) 
17-22  

● Which subsection -Critical Thinking, Deductive Logic, Inductive Reasoning, Scientific Method, 
Theory Building, and Collaboration with Other Minds- are you least familiar with?  

● Which subsection  -Critical Thinking, Deductive Logic, Inductive Reasoning, Scientific Method, 

Theory Building, and Collaboration with Other Minds-  is most critical for Research? Why?  



AP Research Summer 2021 Task 2 

UNDERSTANDING A SAMPLE AP RESEARCH PAPER 

Directions: 

 Select one of the high scoring AP Research sample papers. 

o These PDFs are located in Teams > General > Files > Scored Samples 

o All official AP samples ending in “a,” “b,” “c,” or “d” earned scores of 4 or 5 from the college 

board 

o I’ve added brief descriptors in the file names to help you locate a paper that might be about 

a topic, or from a discipline, that interests you. 

o Samples from 2017 use a slightly different grading rubric but remain high quality examples 

o 2020 Sample C is an example of a research project documenting an artistic project or 

performance. If that is something that might interest you, read that one. 

 Read the sample paper and the scoring summary at the end 

 Finally, create a Reverse Outline from the sample paper to help you better understand it’s structure 

and connections 

So what is a reverse outline? 

Typically, outlines are used in the planning stage of the writing process to help you get some rough ideas 

on the page before you start to draft. A reverse outline is created once the writing has already been 

completed. 

If a typical outline gives you a plan, then a reverse outline gives you a clearer sense of how a write 

carried out that plan. Eventually, you will be reverse outlining your own work, so the assignment has a 

twofold purpose. First, to help you better understand how a finished AP Research paper is constructed. 

Second, to introduce you to a writing task you will be completing in the future. 

How to make a reverse outline 

For this assignment, I’m asking you to use a “Two Sentence Subject and Function” approach 

1. Number each paragraph in the sample paper 

2. Write one short sentence describing the subject/topic of each paragraph 

a. This might just be a paraphrase of the topic sentence already there 

3. Write a second sentence describing the function of each paragraph; tell what the paragraph 

does 

a. For function you might consider: 

i. How does this paragraph connect to the overall thesis? 

ii. How does this paragraph advance the argument? 

iii. What gets described, compared 

iv. Other possible functions include: listing, cataloguing, reasons, describes, 

explains, compares, cites (refers to authority), defines, give examples, analyzes 

(takes something apart), synthesizes (puts ideas together to show relationships), 

evaluates (explains how good something is), projects the future 

4. This should result in an outline with two sentences for each paragraph in the paper; if the paper 

has 31 paragraphs, you’ll have 62 sentences when you are done. 

  



AP Research Summer Work 

Assignment 3: Interest Inventory and Mini-Annotated Bibliography 

This assignment has multiple parts. Part I is an interest inventory. Answers to the questions below have 

the potential to develop into research questions. It has been my experience that students do better in 

AP Research when they select topics that are unique and tied to genuine interest. So answer honestly 

and don’t self edit. 

For Part II (see below) I want to you locate a total of two peer-reviewed research journal articles that 

connect in some fashion to two of your responses below (one article for one response, a second article 

for another), read them, and create two annotated bibliography entries. The purpose is two-fold: one, 

these papers may provide models for what research in a possible field/discipline might look like and 

two, this will give you a small taste of what reading research from those fields look like. You will need to 

read dozens of papers from whichever field you ultimately choose, so get a sense of what that reading 

will be like 

Part I: For this section, answer briefly but thoughtfully. Your answers can be bullet-pointed phrases or 1-2 

sentences. That said, be as specific as you can. For example “The War of Jenkins Ear” is a better short 

answer than “British Naval History.”   

Question Answer 

1. Look up topics related to art or culture 
(music, literature, film, theater, etc.). 
What interests you? 

 
 
 
 

2. Look up topics related to the economy – 
U.S. or another country. What interests 
you? 

 
 
 
 

3. Look up topics related to the business 
world. What interests you? 

 
 
 
 

4. What are some current political issues in 
the U.S.? 

 
 
 
 

5. What are some current political issues 
globally? 

 
 
 
 

6. What are some historical topics that 
interest you?  

 
 
 
 

7. What historical topics relate to a current 
issue today?  

 
 



 
 

8. What are some health/medical related 
topics that interest you? 

 
 
 
 

9. Which kind of science most interests 
you? What are some topics in that field?  

 
 
 
 

10. What are some current ideas/issues 
happening in the world of technology? 

 
 
 
 

11. What place(s) interests you? 
(Landmarks, eg. Stonehenge, biomes, 
cities) 

 
 
 
 

12. What is your favorite book? Movie? 
Why? 

 
 
 
 

13. What career are you considering 
pursuing? 

 
 
 
 

14. In what ways do people surprise you?    
 
 
 

15. What are some current issues in 
education? 

 
 
 
 

16. Spend one day observing as you go about 
your day (brush your teeth, drive around, 
walk, shop, interact, travel, etc.) What 
are some interesting things you notice? 
What do you wonder? What surprises 
you? 

 

 

Question Answer 

17. What fascinates you?   
 
 
 

18. What is something you are curious about?  



 
 
 

19. What is a topic you are passionate about?  
 
 
 

20. What is something you would like to 
create? 

 
 
 
 

 

Part II 

1. Select two of your responses above (ones that you feel strongly about) 

2. For each response, conduct a search on Discus to locate one peer-reviewed research article that 

is in some way related to your topic 

 Discus Access: Go to the Richland One website. Select Resources, then student 

resources. Select Discus, then A-Z list, finally select Academic Search Premier 

o Username:  discus2021 

o Password:  think1! 

o Use lowercase. 

o Valid August 1, 2020 to July 31, 2021 

3. For each article, write an annotated bibliography entry (see sample) 

a. First write a complete citation in either APA or MLA format 

b. Then write a ~250 word critical summary of the article 

i. What where the author’s of the study trying to find? 

ii. What are their main arguments? 

iii. How did they conduct their research? (i.e. What did they do?) 

iv. How successful where they? What did they find? What are the main conclusions 

drawn from the resource? 

v. Why does this matter? To the world at large? To your interests. 

 

Annotated Bibliography Example (Note: This is a bit longer than what you need to write for this 

assignment) 

Akos, P., Creamer, V. L., & Masina, P. (2004). Connectedness and belonging through middle 

school orientation. Middle School Journal, 36(1), 43-50. 

The researchers, along with university faculty, teachers, students, administrators, and 

staff from middle and high schools, formed a transition team and created a transition program in 

North Carolina. The year-long transition program included schools tours, shadowing teachers, 

and an orientation program at the middle school at the beginning of the year. The orientation 

might be the most significant part of their transition program and was designed to meet three 

student needs: academic, social/personal, and organizational. The orientation provided several 



activities for students to satisfy these needs. To placate their academic needs, students were 

provided agendas and showed how to utilize and viewed a video sixth graders created about how 

to work in groups. To satiate students’ social/personal needs, students were able to build peer 

relationships through team-building activities. To satisfy students’ organizational needs, students 

were taught how to use combination locks on lockers, how to walk in the hall, use the restroom, 

and get lunch 

Students and parents took a survey at the end of the third week to describe their 

perceptions. One hundred and thirty-nine students, 70% of the students in the orientation 

program, and 32 parents, 16% of sixth-grade parents, took part in the survey. The majority of 

students and parents agreed the orientation program was useful and the rules were clearly 

explained. Students were generally happy with the results of the orientation. Parents cited 

meeting teachers as the most beneficial part. Ten school staff members also took the survey and 

reported the program aided them in learning about their students. Since higher connectedness 

leads to higher achievement, the researchers called for more research on student achievement, 

student behavior, and attendance as a way to indicate students’ connectedness to middle school. 

This study is relevant to my inquiry as I will be looking at student and teacher 

perceptions of the transition from middle school to high school, specifically what ways schools 

can make the transition more developmentally responsive. (320 words) 

 

 

 

  


